A few remarks on spatial interference in visual stimuli.
Many vision experiments, e.g., tests of masking and visual crowding, involve the effect of adding a second stimulus to an initial one. The effects of such additions are generally considered in terms of physiological mechanisms and the possibility of interference in the stimuli is generally not considered. In the present study, interference between two stimuli was assessed by comparing the sum of amplitudes in the combined stimulus to the sums of the amplitudes in the two stimuli determined separately. With this approach, evidence for interference was found. It was also found that adding a second stimulus may alter the phase angles. These observations mean that the same stimulus presented together with other stimuli may have less stimulus power than when presented by itself. Thus, it is necessary to take account of the possibility of interference when interpreting results from experiments in which the effect of one stimulus element upon another is explored.